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THE HON. FRANCIS BURTON, ESO; - 


At the ASSIZES holden for the couNTY PALAPINE of 
CHESTER, the was "IR of Ap RI, 28 EE 7 


i 3 


ines on Oath, with a strong S e of ths 3 
ing on Tus pax the 19th of Jaxuary last past, 
between the Hours of Eight and Nine in the After 
noon of the same Day, on the king 8 High way, in 
the Parish of Thorton- in- the. Moors, in the County of 
Chester, feloniously assaulted PETER YOXALL,. 
who was carrying on Horseback, HIS MAJESTY's.. 

MAIL, ffom Warrington in the County of Lancaster, 
8 to the City of Chester, and taking from his perſon, 


83 the said MAIL BAG, with the LETTERS! and 
be} ARTICLES . therein, * "a8 


BY " Enter<d at Srationers: Pall. 


N p 25 * f . ; 5 
5 84 a f ! 


CHESTER: 2 
| PRINTED BY E. MONK. 
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EK In page 23, live 4, of the trial, aſter. the word magistrates, 
Fead, at Birmingham, aud in liuc 12, read, they, instcad 
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= PCP 25 
ost- office, at Seebeben eee. Di 9 
that the-post-boy was dispatched from War- 
rington, twenty minutes paſt six of the clock? 
in the aſternoon of the 19th day of qa 
last past, with the mail e two bags 
„ in a portmanteau. SA 1 75 7e 8 81. 
Cross. examined by Mr. M Manley. Did 2255 
eee the nail put inn © 5 THO 
| | 0 | 


„„ 


' SECOND WITNESS. 
PETER YOXALL, the post-boy, exa- 


7 440 


mined. Deposes, that he is aged fifteen years, 


and that on the evening of the igth day of 
January laſt past, he received the Manchester 


and Waxringzon bags, and put them into the 


mail, and then roceeded to Frodsham. On 


his arrival there, he received another bag, 
which he put into the pouch by his side; and 


that about three- quarters of a mile of the 
Chester side of Dunham-on-the-Hill, it being 


2 moonlight-night, he observed two men riding | 


* 


before him on horseback; when he came up 
between them, they turned their horse's heads 


on him and seized his, and said, Stop, or Tl 


blow your brains out, the largest man on the 
right hand side, said so; he rode a little 


further, when a smallish kind of a bright pistol 


was presented by the larger man; a gate was 


then opened, and they led his horse up the 


geld; they had crapes on; the horses appeared 


bay; the horse on which the lesser man rode 


appeared to be cropped; the men had dight- 
coloured top coats on, and round hats; ob- 

served no other part of their dress 3 they took 
him off his horse; and tied all the three horses 


to a tree; they tied his hands behind him, and 


put his hat over his face; then set his back 


; towards them; they ſastened his legs! in a port- 


manteau 


— 


Tad ; : oP Z 2 4 — 


ſs 1 5 
manteau before chey leſt him: he couldmat per- 
fectly hear what they were doing: when che at- 


strap was buckled round his legs it hr him, and 
he called out his leg was sore; When he cm. 
plained, the man uh was buckling his legs did 
not seem to understandhim One of them seem- 
ed to speak Irish. He did not helieve him to 


be an Irishman, having been used to krisbmen. 
They were half an hour rummaging the. bagss 
they left him and said he would take-nozhatni 


staying there till morning; they said the coun- 
try was poor; not enough to carry them ta 


Dublin; tat if he | niddetls ther gu ν, we 


men watching him, whia would cut off 1 1¹ mn, 


he got loose in an hour and ia half z; hega the 
letters scattered over the field; hel went ta, the 
turnpike, and called the man; he went ig the 


constable of Mickle-Trafford, by name Gorst; 
he observed nothing but the leather -partrijan- 


teau his feet were tied in; be went next'morn; 


ing with the constable and found the letters all. 
over the field, and found the portmanteau and 


2 , 
bags again 10 les Te 80 701 
- 


D103: 


William, Blundell called a Ain, and cross- 


ae er eee the 1 daß and . 


, DEA = 


S 


reer v6 0 calle again; and cross Erin 


* 3382 ed 


{ 
U 


i PT ET? We says, be desbribed the men 50 the 


turnpike-man and to the constable, but did not 
tell the constable the horse was cropped; it 

appeared to him to be cropped. A day or 
two after he told the horse was cropped; he 
saw Parry of the Nag's-head, the next day, 
he was at the post- office; he saw no person 


Shen they tied his legs; he got to the post- 


office, at Chester, at half past twelve o'clock, 
The een was en by . 
8 ng 4 $I f . f 0 

BE ent 3 WITNESS. 1 

KY STEPHEN PALIN, beben at t bester, 
examined...” Deposes, that the workmen sat up 
all night to complete the advertisement. He 
examined the post- boy as well as he could, fot 


an hour; he did not say the horse was cropped. 


He 


eee eee you Why hes whether 


4 


the en Wes $4 cropped —1 did not. 


+ 


Cr ee, ' FOURTH. WITNESS. 
Joh GORST, constable of Mickle-Traf- 


ford, examined. Deposes, that he came down 
to the turnpike at eleven o'clock on the igth 


of January. That the next morning, he vent 


to the field with Peter Yoxall, and found a 
quantity of letters; t ie bags and letters were 


all Scattered about, there was a thick rope fas- 
84 


tenet! to 2 tree, and 2 saddle turned pace 


down close to it. Ned Had 28; e 


Stephen Palin again : halle? said, he: dd 


not know of any thing being lost out of the 
Frodsham bag; an accepted bill: for payment 
of one hundred and. fifty pounds was in, the 
mail, of which advice Was. eee 


I thy ae nen rsd 2% 8 0 
cet en "© ab ad au" A ei 55; a 855 
' FIFTH WITNESS, e 

4 8 


RICHARD UNITE, constable, of Man- 


chester, examined. Deposes, that on Thurs- 


day the fourteenth day, and on Saturday the 


sixteenth day of January last past, and seve- 
ral days besides, he saw the prisoners toge- 


ther once, and near together another time; 


they appeared to be well acquainted with 
each other; he has seen them for several 
years past at fairs and races together, and 
watched their actions at the last dirt fair at 
Manchester,. in November 70 enen 


1 
* * 5 —— : S 4 % "oy" 


(SIXTH WITN Ess. 


CORNELIUS LEI GH, a mer, from Nia. 


chester, examined. Deposes, that at five 
o'clock on Sunday morning the se venteenth 
day of January last past, he saw the prisoner 

e in Salford, near Manchester, that he 
* „„ 


= 


enquired, for: a - that was open 


Saying he had been up all Right; is avon 


| bib ist SEVENTH WITNESS: */ H2rigg! 77 


I — 4 *GREENWOOD; Jandlord*of as. 
inn” at Warriagton:bridge, examined. De- 
poses, that he 'keeps'the Merhmbiiddned" Inn, 
ahd Kno Ws Priee ; chat hie saw him - there eight 

or ten days before the nail robbery, but 
did not see his face on the day of the rob- 


ed REIT ri 


bery. 

» ® # . * e —— „ = 
* 3 1 * : 8 2 * N d C _ 
3 ATIMY OSHAHDE! 


ann l v4 11.17 EIGHTE, WITNESS» es at 

MARY FOSTER; servant to Paul Gree 
' a examined. Deposes, that the least 
man (Price) was at their house! at seven 

o'clock- in the morning of the day the mail 
was robbed; he came on ran, haut, she 
exe no notice of the nn 19139 ob 
13 "rand, a rg to no best 45 her 
r, replied, I swear to the man. A per- 
son from Warrington, came by accident with 
Price to their house, ſor Price aſked the gen- 
al „how far he = travelled. 5 


31 1 4 þ 1 
1 % 3. : Fa 
1 1 4 4 Ty 


NINTH WITNESS, „ 133 


PETER BURCHALL, keeper of a coll Ke 


examined. e, that he lere toll-bar 
between 


_ 4 * * 


x1 5 1 


between Warrington and ene distant 
from Warrington: two miles, saw a persoh pass 
through, between eight and nine o'dlodk, on 
the morning of the day of the robbery, ona 
broww Ml U 895 but uin 
en him again. ß hies ad 10 pad: 975 


C: 3745 1811 211111 1101 Ae 8 t b11 te ire? C7 CITIES 


ah TEN TH \VITNES8,, 5 tyeds boroticd 


ROGER LEWIS, innkeeper, at FE 
| examined: Deposes, that he keeps the Ring- 
of- Bells inn, at Daresbury, between Warring- 
ton and Frodsham, distant four miles from 
Warrington, and that the prisoner Brown, 
came to breakfast at his house, at half past 
seven: O'clock, on the moraing of ihe day of 
the robbery; that after he had break fasted, he 
walked out towards. Warrington, and was 
ah ent one hour and a quarter; he then 
returned and paid his shot. His hair was pow 
dered, wore a black chat, with a broyn one} 
ae n pantaloons. Win fin 
indie e TODO)E413; 20] 


D | ELEVENTH, wrrxzss. 


* C 10 
1 © Is 63 Vs) f 1} 242468: =f! T6735 - 


THOMAS PARRY; viktualler, dat 1 
Trafford, examined. Deposes, that he keeps 
the Nag s-head public-house, at Bridge-Traf-; 
ford, between Frodsham and Cheſter, diſtant, 
from Frodsham six miles, from Dunham: on- 


the-Hill two miles, from Chester four miles; 
8 chat | 


5 


* ITN F * 6 wat the” . 4 . OY * 9 9 of LEY 5 98 f < 2 8 * 
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that he saw both the prisoners? at his house, on 
Tuesday the 19th day of - January last past, 
about half an hour past twelve o'clock. at noon 
of the said day, and they continued there un- 


| til half an bour past four o'clock! of the 
| | 3 evening of the said day; that he was in the 
| 


same room with them a short time; that they 
loitered about and dined at one o'clock. Their 
horses were then in his stable; they sent for 
| the smith, S. Nield, to have them ſhod; 
| they were dressed, Brown in a black coat like 
what he now has on, but does not' recolle& 


his great coat; thinks he had on pantaloons, 
with long-necked spurs, and a round hat; rode 
| a blood chesnut mare, cut tail.—Price in such 
| a coat he now has on, with a striped waist- 
coat; had a drab- coloured great coat and 
1 round hat; rode a cropped bay horse. He 
set out for Birmingham the twenty - fifth day of 
p | | January, and arrived the twenty-sixth; when 
=. he again saw them, being at that time in 
the custody of Tart, a constable, he knew 
Price immediately, but not Brown, bis face 
| being reddened by painting; he went out for 
1 a little time, when he returned Tart brought 
iv an handkerchief, and shewed it to him, with | 
paint upon it, in the prisoner's presence. 
Price's horse bad. a 5 n the fore 
Foot. - e | 4 


4 1 


908 ; 3 Cross- 


T * 1 


Cross. examined. —He sau the” post. boy * 
Gst. for the first time; he saw him a 
day or two aſterwards, but og not tell him 


N Sen was W £7 ene 
511. 725 ke tt 1 
4 - "EE 7 


mh TWELETH WITNESS." V 51503 1f-.. 


" ELIZABETH: PARRY, anger of Tho- a 
mas Parry, examined. Deposes, that che saw 
them tome to the house together, atid hewed 
them into the partour ; "when Price said, it 
7s 4. bad” job my forse 15 lame, Brown re- 
plied, * never mind that, » your "Servant will 
meet” you with" 4 1 25 horse at Wrexham. 
| Been then went into the garden, and said 
to her, five miles from Chester, my. dear'? 
she answered, only Fopr ; he then observed 
to the other, t was Sixteen miles to Wrexham. 


4+ 


Themas © rey, again ll and nad i ts 
T arvin out of the way to werkam 
| swered, the contrary: Toad. 5 QUT 


* 
* 


82 THIRTERNTH WITNESS.” e 


' SAMUEL NEILD, blacksmith, of Mickie. 
Trafford, examined. Deposes, "that he vas 
sent for to Thomas Parry 's house in Bridge- 
Trafford, where he saw the prisoners; he was 
asked to shoe the mare all round, and was 
told, | they. were to be double- channeled for 


the 


„ 


| he, fore. ſeet. The mare was a bright ches- 
nut, the horse a cropped bay. He took them 
40. his smithy at half an hour past three o'clock 
in the afternoon. The day following, a gen- 
tleman, himself, and Mr. Paul, went to see 
if there were any tracks; he saw the print 
= of a double: channeled new shoe in three 
5 : parts, of. the field. at that time, and the 
most visible marks were in the field next 
to the highway; the second time he went 
with the post-boy, there had been some rain, 
but there were then appearances of.. anthalf- 
shoe near the tree in the second field, and 
NO road. through i it. In the first field there | 
| were prints ving and returning. He knew Price 
1 | hen he saw him at Birmingham. The other 
=_ RR had, 2 a reddish colour, but when, he re- 


&- > 5 
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turned, after Tart, 
off the colour, he looked as he had ne 
before, and he knew him immediately. 58 
is the man for whom I made the $hoes. 


Cross- examined. Says, such shoes are 
sometimes made for hunters; and that, there 
= is à road through the first field for the owner 
1 "þ 10 turn into ihe second field. 


13 1 
{FOURTEENTH WII ESS. . 


0200 HARRISON; husbandman, of Mic- 


ble rage, examined. ” Depoles, that bis 
mother” 6 


| 

, 

| 

{ 

\ 

SET . N X * 

; 
| 

: 


Lua? 8 
mother's house is situate in Mickle- Trafford; 
at the cross. roads leading from the Warring- 
ton and Chester road 10 Tarvin, the Tarvin 
road leaving the Warrington” and Chester 
post- road as afores: id see the map. > That 
at balf Al hour 7:5 ter four clock in the 
evening gl the nineteenth d ay of Jabuary 
last iN he SAW, the prisoners le Ende dk he War: 
rington road. They enquire, che toad and 
distance to Tarvin. They rode towards Mar- 
vin. The tallest, Ho had on a black 


8 
coat STII Nr 264 


* 


e Wa, og Says, they. stopped 
three or four minutes. They spoke to him; ; 
that.man in the black coat was there, he is mark- 
ed in the face. with een! and 99 Ce 


#-<« +. 


„ OP +a 
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1 FIFTEENTH wrrxkss., ir 04 


© ROBE LRT BENTLEY, labourer, of 'Mie 
kle-Trafford, examined. Deposes, that ort 
the evening of the nineteenth day of Januar) 
last past, at half an hour before five of the 
clock, he saw two men stop at Mrs. Har- 
rison's;; they came down by the barn- door 
where he was thrashing. They asked him 
the road to. Tarvin. One rode a bay horse 
es B 2 * ; 


— x. 
8 *» Ne 
" 4 F 


| 4 
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| 
| 
| 


| 
I 
l 
| 


„JJ Eee 1 


cropped, which had a rag round the off 
leg before; che other .rode a chesnut mare. 


| Crou-exainined—tHe. says, 7 2 had” said 
something to bis neighbours about it, that 
he had seen such men, but cannot say whe- 
ther he told it that. night. He told it the 
next day, after he heard the mail was robbed. 
The barn is four roods from, Harrison's hbuse. 
He was sent for last night. Gave no infor- 
mation before. 


| SIXTEENTH WITNESS. 


- - WOOLLEY, wheelwri ght, of 
Mickie-Trafford, examined. Deposes, that 
on the evening of the nineteenth day of Janu- 

ary. last past, one quarter of an hour before 
five o'clock, he saw the prisoners going to- 
wards Stamford-bridge, in a wet lane which 
leads between the road from Mickle-Trafford 


to Tarvin, and from Chester to Tarporley. 


He looked. at the one in the black coat, he 


| had ,pantaloons., on, and they were a little 


ribbed. He saw something tied about the 
fetlock of one of the horses. 5 


Cross. examined. Says, he was working at 


a'farm-house"and stood by the gate. Brown 
had black hair and no powder, and that he 
Was 5 45 sure of that as BE any thing fleet 


Rn Hy SEVENTEENTH | 


IE. 


in 


L 6 1 


1 


SEVENTEENTH WITNESS. . 


| WILLIAM GILBERT, keeper of a bar at 
Stamford bridge, examined, ... Depases, that 
he is toll-taker at the bar above-mentioned, - 
and that on the evening of the nineteenth 
day of January last past, a few minutes before 
eight o'clock, two men passed through the 
gate, not having paid the toll. They came 
quietly to the gate, and unboked it them: 
selves; but the gate swinging back, he went 
to it. They set off full gallop, not towards 
Tarvin, but into the e 9 5 dis- 


. 


were A 3 one was 1 5 — ht the ah 
They had light- coloured top- coats on. Did 


not see their faces. The roads join half a 
mile from the place of the robber. 


Cross. examined. Says, he never was neater 
than a rood to them. | AGHSY 


ZIGRTEENTH WITNESS. 


' JOHN. WHITBY, of Linke Barrow, OM 
mined. Deposes, that on, the Tuesday even- 
ing, when the mail was robbed, at half an hour 
past nine o'clock, he saw two. men riding 


Ae Little Barrow, . towards, Sers: 5 
brid ge, 


* 
PR % 


A 


bene thoy: were galloping; that rout os 
ener and Nantw ig 


Crosse sanined —Siy I he was ling at 
tha house-doc rs. and that che road passes che 


Fit Pl the” bus. Ae TER) oe 9112's OR 


810 Eh | M904 $8TE Wo Jap}; 32161 VIEW 5 Tas 


13 von. ten rgxurn WITNESS. | 


keene FLEET, 7 publican, Warpe 
Ent. "Depokes, that he keeps a public. 
house there, that! in the evening of the nine- 
tenth” day” of January last past, at ten or 
half past ten o clock, two men came on horse- 
back, and stopped at his house five or six | 
minutes. They had two sixpenny-worths of 
in and water. They came from Tarvin, 
and went towards Nantwich.” Tarporley dis- 
tant from Tarvin five miles. "He Sat * che 


* N 


door. | IS 53t 401 11 45 38 7 BE 360% 
Cross- examined. Says, he made no oh ser- 
vation. >= 204 011003 b 


TWENTI ETH WITNESS. | 


JOHN WALKER, innkeeper, i in Nantwich, 
inn there, that in the evening of the rel nn 
day of January last past, at half: an hour after 
eleven o clock, he heard horses stop; he went 
up the entry; the horse 's heads were turned 
„ round 


— 


A 

round o the door. They asked for some wine 
and water; his wife said, how fat you, have 
been riding; he stood at the door all the time 
with a candle in his hand. Another bowl was 
brought; one said he should like to have fed 
his horse; the ostler was out; they aſked for 
some bread: and batter, ani Having eat some 
of itz one of tem paid two shillings and six- 
pence; they then rode off and tock the road 
to Woore; their stay in the whole; Was about 
fifteen or eighteen minutes. Nantwich — 
from Tatporley, ten miles; they had li 
coloured riding.coats on; that horse w 55 
stood next him, Was a light- chesnüt; or 70 
bay, of the 'blosd Kind. The one "who toe 
on that horse vas Brown. 1 of = "Wii of . 


eee —Repliedy made no parc: 


72 


cular: observation. ion rid bei 05 20g 
? c 1 ; 85 K 003 e 


10 ago ü 
8 lies „ TWENTY FIRST, WIENE6S6 4.5545 
jOSEPII DARLINGTON, por Wien is 
Nantwich, exainined. „Deposes that he 0 
an inn there, and th two men came to 5 
house the night the malf was röbbéed, at twe Ve 
o'clock; that they had corn ſor their. horses, 


_ which were put into the stable; ihat the men 


came into the house, and that the prisoners are 
the men; he saw them coming from Bicningg 


ham, and Kyeiv chem immediately. 
_ - _, Cross- 


„ rr eee 
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5 1 after the coach came. 


t u 1. 
— .—SayF, be keeps the Bull's 
you a that the mail does not stop here. 


— 16 TOO $13.16 53 * © 311 Sn .K3%% 


oy 1 WITNESS... e 
Jo — mail- coach horse tenterz 
at the Swan inn, at Woore. Deposes, that 
two men came to the said, inn, about three 
o'clock. on the Wednesday morning of the 
twentieth day of January last past, and that one 
of. the men pushed his horse into the stable 
where the mail coach horses were kept; that 
they wanted to get into the bar of the house, but 
he told them they could not. He fed the horses 
with hay, and took che bits of the bridles out of 
their mouths; the men followed him into the 
stable, and fel] asleep; they stayed there one 
hour and a half. John Edwards, a post · boy, took 
che candle and looked at the men, he was 
going to harness his horses, as he expetted the 
mail- coach about four or five o'clock. One 
asked him how far it Was to. Eccleshall, and 


which road the mail went; they v. went off, and 


. # 


 Cf053-eXamined Said, ** was 4 "line 
EN + Oy Ok 


&+ (11 10 51 (311473 bit > 7 . þ 


we btutd Wind, . 
JOHN EDWARDS; the afore-mentioned 


poit-boy, . | Depoges, | that be lives 


es Fg 
S404 


[239+ ] 
At Woore, * that about three gland on 


Wednesday morning of the twentieth day of 
January last past, he saw two men in the 


stable; that he took the candle, and looked 


at them; one was lying on his belly on tho 


bay, and drew: his hat over: his fans. 0 T6 s 
213601 1522 
IWENTY-FOURTH WITNESS. 
ENR PULLEYN, innkeeper,” at* "Wo 
verbampton, examined. Deposes, chat wy 
keeps an inn there; distant from Stafford 
Sixteen miles. That on Wednesday the twen- 
tieth day of January last past (being market 
day) the two prisoners came in together, at* 
a quarter of an hour before two o'clock in 
the afternoon, on horseback, and staid un- 
til near six o'clock, © That the horses had 
been rode hard, and one of the men ordered 
a glass of brandy to wash the heels of the 
horses, when they came in. They had light- 


drab- coloured coats on, which they pufled 
off; one had a black coat on, the other a 
green mixture; is not sure whether one had 


not pantaloons on. The horses were bay, or 
chesnut, and one was cropped. After dinner 
they had a room, and dressed. They said, 

they wanted the ostler to fetch a parcel from 


the coach · office; he went, but did not sue- 


ceed 1 in the first journey, and they were sur- 
C „ Prem 


' 
. 
8 | 
: 
| 
7 


;  F.00 ] 5 5 
prised, as they expected some things by the 
Manchester coach. The second time he went, 

he brought a box, and a pair of saddle-bags. 
They took a post- chaise for Birmingham. Af- 
ter their departure, the maid-servant found 
a pair of spurs in a private room wherein they 
changed their cloaths. : 


— — 
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Cross- examined. He said, that not being 
very busy, he recolle&ed their persons as soon 
as Tart brought them back; and added, that 

when he has to attend persons as he did these, 
he does take notice. They dined at the ordi- 
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1 TWENTY-FIFTH WITNESS, 
NATHAN JACKSON, the ostler before- 
mentioned, examined. Deposes, that he went 
to the coach-office by his master's orders. 
That he saw that man in black when brought 
back from Birmingham. The mare was a 
chesnut, the horse was bay and cropped, and 
both appeared to have been much rode. They 
ordered a chaise to the Hotel in Birmingham. 


* 


r TWENTY-SIXTH WITNESS. : 
WILLIAM WHITTAKER, waiter at the 
Hotel, in Birmingham, examined. Deposes, 
that on Wednesday the twentieth day of Janu- 


5 21 ] 1 


ary last past, aha eight. o'clock. in the even- 


ing, the prisoners came to the Hotel in a 


chajse from Wolverhampton, and that Brown 
slept there; the other did be as he vet 
out immediately. | 


_ Cross-examined. aid, that Brown seemed 
very much tired. That he had some mulled 
wine, and went to bed. 


'TWENTY-SEVENTH WITNESS. | 


JOSEPH TART, constable of Aston, near Bir- 


mingham, examined. . Deposes, that on Friday. 
the 22d day of January last, he apprehended the 

prisoners at Richard Allen's, who keeps a public 
house, at Gosta-green, Birmingham; that two 
other men were in the parlour with them, and 
cards and money were on the table. He 
asked Brown his name, and told him, as he 
answered the description i in the advertisement, 
he must take him into custody. He ordered 
his son to secure him. He asked Price his 
name, and after his son had handcuffed Brown 
with one end of the handcuffs, he said, I know 
you, Mr. Bingey, and that your real name is 
Price; he (Price) said, I was deterved, that 
was not his name. He said, he had seen 


Price for four years past, and that he knew | 
his parents. He then ordered his son to put 
eee Ce as 
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the other part of the kavideulfs' on him ; and 
that no resistance was made by the prisoners. 
When searching Brown, he saw Price put 


his hand towards his breeches pocket, and 


called out to his son, Bill, mind his hand, 
which his son accordingly secured. He 


searched Price's pockets, and found a loaded 


pistol in one side pocket, and another well 
loaded in the other; and one in bis coat 
pocket. The pistols he produced. Peter 
Yoxall, the post- boy, said, the pistol is Such 


as was presented to him. He found a charger 
on Brown with powder in it. Brown said, 


the hey of the saddle- bags was in his pocket, 


but that they <vere not in Birmingham, having 


leſt them at Nottingham; but Tart found 
them in Allen's house, and in them a pair of 


thickset pantaloons, such as were described 


in the advertisement. Brown claimed the 
cloaths in the bags, but he kept the pantaloons, 
which he produced, with dirt on the knee. 


That Parry and Neale had some doubts about 
Brown, he having disguised himself by red- 


dening his face with paint, and had put on 


a silk handkerchief; he said Brown should 
withdraw and be washed, which he according- ” 


ly made him do ; that Brown washed and rub- 
bed himself so hard as to draw blood, which 
he supposes was to keep up the colour in his 


face; 


„E 


face ; that he then made him put © dn 4 Ile | 


handkerchief; that then Parry and Nield di- 
rectly knew bim. He then proved. the exa- 


minations taken before two 'magistrates, one 
of which was read over to Brown,” who was 
rather hard of hearing; who said,. when it had 
been read over to him, it was true, but re- 
fused to sign it. The other examination was 
read over. to Price, who said it was strictly 


true, but would not sign it. 


Mr. Manly objeRted — That. the. prisoners 


when the refused to sign the examinations, 
retracted them, and cited the case of N - 
King versus Bennett, before the Honor- 
rable Mr. Justice Wilson, at Worcester assizes, 
where the prisoner had confessed, but reſused 


to sign such conſession. 


Mr. Leycester asserted, that the examination 
did not amount to a confession. . 


- 


« 


A Burton over - rule the 1 
tion. e must be mistated in the state 
of the fact and not in the decision. The sta- 
tute of P. and Mary, says nothing about signa- 
tures by prisoners on confession, but that the 


magistrate may take the examination and re- 


duce it to writing within two days. In abun- 


dant caution, the magistrates may procure the 
signature; 


—— —__ —— — — 
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Signature ; that j in this case there is no retrac- 
tion, if there had been, both should be ad- 
mitted. It is improper to join this or any 
other i in evidence. 


Joseph Tart, eross-examined.— Says, t 
he found 19l. 19s. in cash on them, which he 
gave back to the prisoners, before the Rev. 
Peploe Ward, at Chester, when they were com- 


mitted for trial, but that no bills nor * 8 
were found i in their possession. 3 | 


} EN: | TWENTY-EIGHTH ' WITNESS. 

RICHARD ALLEN, keeps a public-house, 
in Gosta Green, Birmingham, examined. De- 
poses, that he knows Price and Brown; that 


they came to his house a little time before they 


were taken up; they used to be h and 
were well . 4 


TWENTY-N IN TH WI TN ESS. 


JOHN GREEN, lives at Over, in Chettiire, 


examined. Deposes, that he knows Brown, 


and has known him for these two years past; 


that he was an horse-dealer, and very frequent- 
ly lodged at his house; he then went by the 


name of Thomas Smallman. 


' EXAMINATIONS | 


25 J 
„ READ. 
i Brown, a surgeon, comes from Lon- 


don; says, he is a stranger to Birmingham, and 


came thither in a chaise, one Stage distant from 
Birmingham, occasioned by his hors being tired; 
and that Price is a stranger to him ; that he met 


with Price on the road, between Warrington 
and Parry's house, on Tuesday the nineteenth 


day of January last past. 5 


James Price, having en Parry $ ks 


Neale's evidence read, said it is true, and that 
he met Brown by accident, 


R Mr. Manley, observed that the advertisement 


did not mention the cropped horse. 


james Price asked Elizabeth Parry, what 
colour was his top coat; she ee 185 22 
a blue great coat on. ä f 


Mr. Leycenter asked Elizabeth ec N 
Price had not one tied behind him on the horse, 
and what colour it was; ſhe declared he bad, 
and it was a drab. CE 1 553 


DkEFENCE. „ 


Brown when called upon for hls defence de- 
clined saying mw thing, but left it to his coun- 


sellor. 
P 


| 
| 
| 
3 
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3 declared, he had been at Manchester, 
e hardware, and peraisted 1 in his assertion 
that ne never was acg uarnted with Brown, and 
had met him accidentally on the 19th of. Janu- 
ary, between, Warrington, and Traford, when 
they entered into conversation, and finding they 
were both going to Birmingham, agreed to join 
7 company together. —That Elizabeth Parry Spoke. 
very true, for that he had a blue top-coat on and 
not a drab one.—That Unite had forsworn him- 


Self, for they had never been together in Man- 
 chester.—T hat he was perfefily innocent of the 


charge, and knew nothing at all of the robbery 
of the mail. | 


Judge $ Summing w up t to the Jury. 


' FOR THE PRISONERS. 


Their ene 4 is not proved, nor has any 
property out of the mail been traced to their 
Ct; av N See 


* 


The 1 was lab ace and 
by two men on horseback ; these two men were 
on horseback. The horses were of a bayish © 
colour ; their horses were of that colour, neither 
grey nor black. One of the horses was (cropped ; 
one of their horses was cropt, By the marks 

in 


\ 


6 27 1 


in the field, one of the horses had double 
grooved new shoes on the fore feet * one of these 


horses was shod in this paticulas way. . 


bright short pistol was held to the post boy: 
one of these men had a Similar Pistol found. 61 on 
him. One of the mail robbers” was 95 8575 one 
of these men is def. e ee 25 co 


145 


| OBSERVATIONS ox THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, 3 


„ probable, that the robbety Was com- 
mitted by two men on horseback; and vet 


not by the tuo men at the bar. It is probable, 


one of the horses might be cropped; and yet 
not rode /by either of the prisoners. It is pro- 
bable, a bright small pistol might be produced; 


and yet not by. either of. the men at the bur. 


It is possible, chat one of the horses might 


have been fresh shod with double-grooved 
shoes, and yet not rode by either of the pri- 


soners. It js possible that one of the men 
might be dcaf, and 1 neither of _ men "I 


ie bar. 
These F taken nd prove. lit- 
tle; but when united in one link are very ma- 


terial. In addition, these men are tracetl 


Within a few miles from the place where the 
robbery was committed on that very evening. 
They had one of their horses shod in the mode 

mentioned, viz. with double-grooved shoes 

. D . 


9 
5 
| 


EE 


mat very afternoon. Alter the time of the 
robbery, they are regularly traced to Tar- 
porley, Nantwich, Woore, and Wolverhamp- 


ton, riding at a very suspicious rate in the 


night-time. Their horses were so tired at 
Wolverhampton, where they arrived about 
two o'clock at noon on the day after the 
robbery, a distance of more than sixty miles, 
that they quitted them, and went on in a post- 
chaise to e e Raving changed their + 
cloaths. No reason, whatever, is given for 
all this hurry or expeditious travelling in the 


night-time. When apprehended, loaded pis- 
| tols were found on one of them. When exa- 
mined. before a magistrate, they were entire 
strangers to each other, and met accidentally * 
on the Warrington road on the morning of 


the nineteenth of January; this is totally false. 
Recolleci the evidence of Richard Unite, he 


saw them together once, and near together 


another time, at Manchester, on January the 
fourteenth and sixteenth ; had known' them 
together frequently at fairs and races, and 
Had watched their suspicious conduct : Ne. 
saw them together at Dirt fair, in November 


last, in Manchester. Recollect, the evidence, 


like wise, of Richard Allen, at whose house 
in Birmingham they were apprehended ; they 


came to bis house a little before they were 


taken 


4 


F 29 J- 
taken up; they used id be/tagether, and were 
acquainted,, The prisoner, Brown, ,, in his 
examination, says, he Was 2 zurgeon, and came 
rom London ; . observe the evidence of John 
Green; he has known Brown two years, he 
was an horse dealer, lodged at his house fre- 
quently, and went by the name 'of Thomas 
Smallman. . This history of themselves, f proves 
the prisoners are bad men; : but: i they had 


been doing other bad acts, they would! have 


given the same false account, and therefore it it 
does not necessarily apply to this charge. 
Though no bills, &c.. haye been traced, this 


does not alter the bs Os i 0 e es 
the probf, zi z all 10 8h 2ho; mort 


75 1 44 wth * >, 


Recollect the e Glah af „eden 105 2 
against the prisoners at the bar; and if any 
doubt whatever, arises in 'yout gde; it! is 
| your duty: to Rogan them. At the Same ume 
you are bound to give 4 verdi eie Acer | 

ing to your own conscientes ; thetefore"if" you 
are well satisfied of the Prisoners zullt, vou 
are under every sacred tie to exhibit that firm- 
7 of mind your country demands from vo 
all, and to find them guilty. 33 Fry 


VERDICT—GUILTY 


SENTEN CE. 
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3 : . RA SEN TENC E. 
ON Siturday, April « 9, dhe Oe 185 


1 victs were brought 1 into a very crouded court, 
when the learned judge, in a most pathetic 
manner, passed the awful sentence of DEATH 
upon them. After having observed, that 
they had experienced a long and an impartial 
trial, $1 And had been convicted to the general 
; salisſa tion of the court, by an uprigbt dis- 
cerning jury; that 'the enormity” of their 
1 FREY: was $0 great, that 1 a Tay 'of © hope 
remained for them; "that in this commercial 
country, "the, mail was never to be obstructed | 
in its regiilar course of conveyance of 7 roper- 
ty from one part of the kingdom to the other. 
That their time in this world was so short, that 
the most attentive care and consideration of 
their unhappy Atmen was requisite; Wat da 
e in their er” was. a full, Eon 
of their guilt, without the most distant idea 
of mercy being extended to them; but yet he 
truly hoped, by a Jncere repentance, they 
would receive forgiveness from that Divine 
Being, h is ever. i to Faden che lr. 
| penitent 3 sinner. 


8 
| 


EXECUTION, 


1 
EXECUTION.” 


ee April 30, was the 1 3 
0 for the execution. The unhappy sufferers 
behaved through the whole of that awful scene, 


with the strictestpropriety,-not with the assumed 


boldness of daring, and desperate offenders, 


but with that 'sedate-firmness,:which-could only - 
take its rise from a:placid- submission n 16. 


An to the Sontence: of : the laws © H 


From a short time alter their condemnation; 

their conduct was truly becoming their un- 
happy situation. They were strictly attentive 
to the advice given them by the learned judge, 
to make the best use possible of their short 
existence on earth, and were truly sensible of 

the great injuries they had come against 


the public at large. 


At the fatal tree, they both acknowledged 


the robbery of the mail, and hoped the spec- 


tators would take due warning by their UL 


ly end. 
Their bodies were afterwards hung in chains, 
on Trafford Green, three miles from Chester, 
near to the spot of FEI” PO a 
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BROWN. 
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| Repent in time, leave off your thieving ways, 


BROWN, duFitg his confinement, figured a 
coffin with the representation of a body in it 
von the wall 7 Firs cell, and wrote e underneath 
"the, ; ollowing lines: at en | 


1 + i 
P 8 re 7 af 1 Ef ; F N r , % 
ws 34 ; 14 ++ 1h ii; * ini 2 15 ao. g 


3 BEHOID the corpse within the'coffin We ch 
With stretch'd out limbs and closed eyes; 
But ah, poor Brown ! no coffin thou shalt have, 


Nor yet a. ſhroud, nor yet a peaceful grave. | 


Prisoners alla warning by me take, 
Repent in time, before it be too late; 


ET FL) ” 
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*I ORMATION AND CONF ESSION | 


74 1 ct 8 
3 AMES PRICE, ou 


A CONVICT, now under SENTENCE DEATH: 


IN THE CASTLE OF CHESTER; '- eg 
Sha) == tkh "big [47 536 

ROBBING THE WARRINGTON MAIL, , 
oN JANUARY " THE 1978, mo: a3 80 


5 bs declares, that he was 127 at W 5 
and is by trade a buckle-chape maker. That at the age 
of fifteen (his father being dead) he got connected with 
a numerous gang of. pickpockets and thieves, and that 
the following is a true and accurate list of the robberies _ 
committed by these depredators, to ihe, best of his re- 

5 membratice, viz. e 


1. In December, 1791, WEI assiſted a man, now 
at large, in robbing a gentleman's house of a silk cloak | 
and two chintz patches for gowns, near Lane's livery- 
OO: in — . for Tk 
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Price's h was tried at Warwick ah acquitted. 
In this robbery, Price was put ties an 2 made i in 
the window to open me door; : 1 | 

2. In the Se of 1792, Price, 1 with the 
faid man and Joſeph Bridges ( transported for house- 
breaking, at Leicester, in 1796) broke into a cheese 
warehouse, near the cut-side, in n and ſtole 
N- 300 NN Free: f 6 98 7 

. — „„ ˙˖˙· — 

3. mand ee men, . the same time, 
broke i into a shop in Newhall-street, Birmingham, and 
stole 500 weight of lead; which was sold to a dealer in 
Snowhill. 


4+ At Stafford assizes, „ March 2792 ; Price was. 5 tried 
for stealing shoes out of a shop in Wolverhampton, 
with William ORs and . W is pe 
for a * 

5. Ih the winter of 1792, Price, together with James 
Wilson, James Jackson, and Edward Revell (executed 
at Warwick, in 7794, for robbing the Coach office at 


: Birmingham of ribbons and various articles) stole a pack 


containing three or four dozen of silk stockings, out 
of the gateway of a waggon warehouſe, in a lane near 


Gridle-smith-gate, at Nottingham, and sold them to 


a man for nine guineas, Called Beni, A traveller 
with a pack, at Nottingham. 


* At Nottingham, March ies, 179 Þ 3 was 
tric for breaking open the shop of Mr. Dobledee, a 
pgs i in the market-place, together with John Grove. 

who 


2 16 Mts. ares. Mis 
Abercrombie (transported from York, March, 1795, for 
picking pockets at the races) cars Several $US at 
Grantham fair, in Lincolnshire. | 


8. In April 1793, Price, together with Willa 
Sudlow, alias James Berry, stole two or three dozen 
of silk handkerchiefs out of a shop in Sheffield. Sud- 
low, a native of Stafford, was concerned in the murder 
| 1 eee going up; o 


9. In 54 1793, / Price, ia with Tem 
Whittaker (transported from the New Bailey, in Man- 
chester, in 1795, for picking pockets in the market 
there) and William Wrigtit (now under sentence of 
of death, at Warwick, for a street · rubbery, at Blrming-. 
ham) and James Astley (transported from the New. 
Bailey, in Manchester, for a robbery, in 1794) stole 2. 
five guinea bill out of a man's pocket, at Tamworth 
fair. In August, 1793, Price, with Whittaker, Wright, 
and 4 picked ings n at Nottingham 
races. _s 


10. Al Wheat ade: Avg; £792; Price Was 


tried for picking pockets at Bromsgrove fair, with * 
vid Jones (who was transported) Price was acquitted. | 


11. In August, 1793, Price, together with John 
"Kelly, an Irishman (tried with Berry, who was con- 


demned at the laſt Lancaster assize) stole 2 ave * 
bill at AT fair, 3 in — A 


by 4 


[86 J 


12. In September, 1793, Price, together with Kelly 
& Samuel Jones, Stole several purses at Warwick races. 


3 . 13 September, 7793, Price, vith the zame men, 
Wl - £ PEGS Poets at Lichfield races. ide. 3 


3 


14. In September, 1793. — bin they yan men, 
Picked pockets, at EL races. : 


T4. 


F<4.4-4 


3 In November, 1793, at Mähr under Line für, 
Price, Joseph Bridge, and two others, now at large, 
ſtole a pocket. book with several drafts in it, amonęſt 
the reſt, à 261. draft, which was cashed at a shop in 
King-etreet, Manchester, by one of the parties, now - 
at large, who bought some ſilk handkerchiets. n fus- 
tians, and forged an endorsement on the bill. WIRE 


16. In Christmas, 1794, Thomas Whittaker, with / 
two other of Price's accomplices, broke a. warehouse, 
near Shudehill, Manchester, and stole hahdkerckichs, to 
the value of 560l. which they put into a small house, hired 
for that purpose, in Thomas-street, adjoining a stone- 
mason's yard ; ; that these men broke open Several other 
warchouses, in Manchester, that winter. ak 3 


4.4 I * IN. * 


N 1 In 1794, Price and Samuel Jones ths 2 a man's 
pocket of nine guineas, at Mold fair, Flintshire, in 
company with John Kitchen, an utterer of bad PROP: 
now in Middlewich house of correction. ee chen 


18. Price, during the winter of 1794, lived in Man- 
ae several accomplices and pick. pockets. 


. 
+ 5111 


10. A t Shrewsbury assize, . he Was tried for 
ae; the . of Mr. Isaac Smith, at Drayton fair, 


in 


L * 1 
October, by the name Thoms Hihman z e 
permitted to enter into Lord Fielding's regiment; de- 
serted on a, furlough, was taken at Neucastleg and sent 
to Stafford gaol, and then to the party at Lichfield, 
from whence he deserted. He committed this e 
with Wilen Bellamy, ocatefor- a soldier. * 70 355207 


% S217 B „ h batiiaumo> 
20. At Manchester races, 1790 Pleo us taken. on 
suspicion of horse-stealing, at the Red-lion, in Salford ; 
was then sent to the Ne Bailey, under the name 5 
1 Thomas; Wood, and soon after released. That fivs 
stolen horses were left at that time at the Ræd- lion ii 
Salford, by Thomas Smallman, alias Brown, who had 
brought them thither, accompanied by a yang: boyaged 
about twelve: years, his brother-in-law ;'as an horse-dea- 
ler, in his road to Brandford fair, in Vorkshire. Phat 
Brown escaped with one horse from thence ; and that 
Smith, a partner with Brown, was gone forward with 
four other stolen horses to Bradford. Fhat he had 
never seen Brown before, excepting once en July 105 | 
' 1791, at Hampton fair, in Staffordshire, selling 868055 
as an hawker of hardware, handkerchiefs, &c. That 
Price saw Smallman again at Oakham fair, about 
Christmas, 1794, selling horses, where Price and Sa⸗ 
muel Jones (who was sent to Hull, on board a man of 
war, from Lincoin races, 1795) were picking pockets. 
He met Smallman again at Birmingham, at Christ. 
mas, 1795. That Smallman declared he had a house 
at Royston, in Hertfordshire; kept two stablemen, | 
together with his brother e, Hewit or Jones, who 
stole many horses out of Cheshire, ay cee, them 
upwards towards Royston to him, 1 tr: SY 


d hit Prive; together witli wiki neat: 3: 
ho 5 * E 2 ; | | Abbot, 
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Abbot, was picking pochets at Preston fair, on the 
rest Saturday in January 1795, and stole a purse.con- 


taining seven guineas and an half. That the said Wm. 
Jones brake out of the Northgate gaol, in Chester, when 
under sentence of transportation, for ng i man's 
pocket of a sample of barley; and in March, 1795, was 
committed to Wakefield house of correction for one 


ve, for robbing a cart, at Bradford market. | 


| 22. In March, 1795, Price stole' a man's: pocket- 
book, at Bury fair, in Lancashire, containing a bank 


| hill de A261 and u 30l. duft on Jones's bank, in Man- 


chester, with Samuel Jones and Bennet or Smith (trans- 
ported at the assize, at Leicester, 1796, for breaking 
open a house, in the day time) and Robert Johnson. 
That Robert Johnson and Samuel <3 amend mne 
n at Lncamer, and nn f 


23. 8 August "Ip 1795; * was 
fried by name of Thomas Wood, for ne TI 
at an and acquitted. 4 


85 That Smallman and Hewit robbed. A . 
towing from Weyhill fair, the laſt year, of 1701. That 
Smallman was taken at the Bank, offering the bills 
for payment, by name of Thomas Small. That an 
alibi, by means of one Whiley, of St. John's. ſtreet, 
Smithfield, was procured for him, ſtating, that he was 
at that time selling horses in — and en 
"Pp notes in payment for them. 


— 


> ; 2 5. That Smallman ant 'hia veothenin ave, Hewit, 


on horses, ſtolen from near London, ſtopped a job- 
der W * * ann the 
last 


bases 5 — — —— and cut his face 
with a pistol; that they attempted to out off part of 
his coat, to get his pocket- bock, and clapped a pistol 
to his breast, but some Persons coming in sight, they 
rode off without their booty.” That this attempt was 
about three or four o'clock in the aſtemnoon. That 
the jobber was seen Ki them * a number of beasts 
p at the fair. $27 4: mlb] 


ee Kane, in — — 'was- extouted the las 
 a55IZE at comment þ for wag" 1 _ ph. 


257. That at. Dirt fair, A m e 
27955 Price, i in company with James Derry (executed 
this assize at Lancaster) picked a man's pocket of a 
draft for 1441. 5s. which Berry attempted, to «gon 
at a silversmith's shop in Liverpool, (a quaker); 
Berry was stopped on suspicion. Flut Price e on 
the watch, set off in a coach for Warrington, That 
being suspicious of an intention to detain him, he leaped 
out of the coach, having opened the door, and made 
cross the country, to the Dukes bout, going on the 
canal towards Manchester. * | 


4 


28. That Price, Smallman, 3 Thoda, 5 
|  Ruggins, and two others of his accomplices, broke 2. ol 
Shop open by means of picklock keys, in Cherry-street, = 
Birmingham, early in January last, and stole a quantity 
of waistcoat pieces and other articles, value at least gol. 
and 10l. in cash, and four silk handkerchiefs (one of 
which was left in the field; on January 18; near Man- 
cheater, where the chesnut mare was — | 
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That the property was divided at Maria Clappington's 
(transported this assize at Warwick, for 14 years, for 
that offence) in the street behind Coleshill-street, Bir- 
mingham. That Smallman took his share towards 
2 that Ruggins was detected with his part of 

the, goods (and transported from Warwick this assize) 
that 1 his e man en egg pe | 


29. That Ren ENT some . bills; at a 715 
in, Leicestershiire,.:in 1793, for which a gentleman who 
received them. from ew was e in len, 


112 a 284 7 *C; 

30. That HR was very intimate N Allen * 
and Knock (executed some years since at Chester) and 
was with Knock at the e ee -when mo was we 


ane, i 


31. That 8 was intimate, ih. Smith hanged 
fr forgery at Bristol a5SIZES,; in 1795- note ene vn 


8 — 


32. That kaſi mopped the horse stolen | near 
1e which he rode when he and Hewit stopped 
the jobber, near Newark, for a little poney, near 


Birmingham, v Which Price bought for six e from 
Brown. 8 


8 3.5 That . 3 6g "ati of Mr. Al. 
cock, in Moore- street, n. 


34. That Brown and Price agreed to 80 _ Bir. 
mingham to the last Preston fair, on the great Saturday 
in January, 1796, and to rob the Warrington mail, 

e Bi mail (if the Warrington mail 


T J 5 


had little value in it): on cheir/ return from hence 3 and 


set off accordingly:: That Price rode the said poney 
to Newcastle, where it fell lame. That he hired ano- 
ther horse from the Crown inn there, returned the 
horse hired from Manchester to:Newantle,! by one 


Taff, an horse-dealer, who took the poney from - | 


Newcastle to Birmingham. That Brown rode an iron 
grey mare, belonging to Worley Birch, Esq. fired on 
one leg, six years old, about fourteen hands high, 
which he ated for that purpose, about five miles from 
Birmingham, and five miles from Walsall, and Sold i it 
at the Bear inn, in Manchester, facing the I ar 
to the landlord, for me e return Som 
Preston fair. Ab l Nen 
Sine 10 fi #7 of 30:6 Abbe 
35 That — A. the said Nabe — * A 
 pocket-book, containing a five guinea bill, and a ae 
with three guineas and some silver * b. G nee 8 Toy 


£ * 1 * 
2 Hr j 


„ 190 


36. That Price chen left pee Gr 11. Was 
joined by Brown again at Bolton, in  Lancazhire, 
; with a. stolen silver cup, which was sent in a box 
from Manchester, directed to Wpbiley, in St. Jobn- 
street, Smithfield. That Brown and Price sent a. box, 
and a, pair of saddle: bags, containing clothes, _ by. the 
coach, from M , to Wo eee to * left 
Ke for. ;bird oft 1 1000 alt 18 an as 390 '2 


35 2 J. That Src and Pries stopt at he erh inn fore 
42107 in Manchester, about 2a week, That on Mende, 
Jan. 1B, they looked out for horses for the purpose of 

| robbing. the Warrington mail with the next even ing. 
That they took their bridles and saddles With them to. A 
field: near Manchester, where they IS two horses, one 
of 


2 


ALS 


[ 1 


of them a cheat mare, which Brown rode, and another 
without shoes, which was turned out again on that ao- 
count. That two silk handkerehiefs were left by them 
in the field, from hence the mare was stolen; one 
was tied round the saddle and girths, to hinder the stir- 
rups making a noise, and sofne corn was in the other. 
Price's caddic-was covered with his top· coat, and Brown's 
zaddle with a bag; Brown's was a little eross-barred silk 
handkerchief : [Price's matched the one given to Unite, 
and ws stolen in Cherry- street, Birmingham, in Ja- 
nuary last; that Price left his *addle and bridle in the 
. ditch, and went and purchased à cropt bay horse, for 
Sl. 8s. from Mr. Edward Swan, a corn, factor, near the 
Cross, in Manchester, and led it (to the place where his 
saddle and bridle were left,) in an old halter, which he 
put into his pocket after having cut the noose off, for 
the purpose of tying the post- boys arms. That Brown 
put a piece of a thin cord for the same use into his 
pocket, at the Bear- inn, where he corded the box with 
dhe cup in it. That Brown slept on the 18th, about 
ten miles from Manchester, on the Warrington road, 
where he got che chesnut mare shod; The sign Price 
thinks was the. Crown. That Price came about ten 
clock, and slept at the same Place ; that the next 
morning (the 19 ti) Brown and Price set off about five 
o' clock, and rode together to Warrington, where Price 
stopt at an inn, at the foot of the bridge, and break- 
fasted, and went to euquire for a letter from Brown's | 
wife, ordered to be left at the Post- oſice till called for. 
That Brown went forwards. a few miles, for fear of 
being seen with the chesnut mare, and breakfasted. 
That Price was obliged to stop some time on account 
of the letter (the Post-office. not being open) which. 
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[ 8s ] 
amide; Brown. uneasy, and caused him to set out on 
foot towards Warrington, from the place where he 
breakfasted, to meet Price. That as soon as Brown 
saw him, he returned, for his mare, and overtook 
him, about a quarter of a mile from Daresbury, on 
the Frodsham road, Thyt they sometimes rode to- 
gether, and sometimes separate, to avoid suspicion, till 
they came to Parry's, at Trafford. That they fixed 
on the spot where they were to stop the boy on the 


road that morning. That the evidence at the trial, 


given by Parry, Elia. Parry, Nield; the blacksmith, 
&c.. in proof of their pretending to go to Wrex- 
ham, is true; that when they left Parry's house, they 
went to Tarvin, and drank coffee, at a house on the 
left-hand side; that the stables were up the yard, on 
the right-hand side; that they remained there till —_ 
o'clock, and then set off to commit the robbery; that 
he, Price, put on a drab- coloured top- coat, over his 
blue top- coat, (which had been buckled to the crupper 
of his horse,) in order to disguise himself; that they 
went through a lane, called Morley-lane, into the War- 
rington road, nearer to Parry's house, at Trafford, than 
the field where the post- boy was robbed. That they 
opened the gate ready to take the boy and mail to the 
spot fixed on for opening the letters. That Brown 
had an handkerchief tied over the bottom of his face, 
and held a pistol towards the boy when they stopped 
him. That Price had a piece of an old rug over the bot- 
tom of his face, which was cut from an horse-cloth 
belonging to Parry. That Brown had two pistols in 
his pocket, and Price had three. That they tied 
the boy's arms behind his back with a thin cord, 
taken out of Brown's pocket, and slouched his hat over 
his face. That they placed him with his back towards 
5 F them, 


ta? 


/ thaw; whilſt they opened the mail-bags, 138 tied all the 
horses to a tree. That when they had examined the let- 
ters, they took the bridle, saddle and mail-pillion from the 
poſt- horse, and turned him loose, and then tied the boy's 
handkerchief over his face, and put him on his saddle, 
turned upside down, close to a tree, and passed the piece of 
an old halter, brought from Manchester, round the tree, 
and under the boy's arms. That a coat- strap was buckled 
i under his knees, and round his legs; that his feet were 
put into the portmanteau. That Brown wished Price 
to leap over the hedge into Morley-lane, close to the 
place of the robbery, and said it would save a mile 
and half riding; but Price refused, not being a good 
rider. That Price observed to Brown; when they left 
the boy, that he seemed a knowing jockey, always on the 
liſten, and that he never cried; and that he feared a disco- 
very on that account, that they returned round through 
Morley-lane to. Tarvin, and passed close on the other 
side of the tree where the boy was tied. That Price, 
1 | soon after they passed through Tarvin, pulled off 
1: | his drab- coloured top-coat, and to avoid discovery 
; threw it, together with the piece of an old rug, into a 
; wet ditch, and put an heavy ſtone to sink it to the 
= bottom. That the ditch was close to an hay-rick, on 
= the right-hand Side of the road towards Tarporley (the 
coat and rug were found on Monday morning, April 
18, in the ditch as above described, in the presence of 
the Revd. Peploe Ward.) That the description given 
in evidence respecting them at Tarporley, Nantwich, 
Wolverhampton and Birmingham, was accurate, IT hat 
Brown went the day after their arrival at Birmingham, 
viz. January 21, to Tho nas's livery-ſtables. That a 
man who keeps a Hve-court, at tne (own bro- 
F ther 
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ther to the person who lives in G e and who 
for a bribe told Tart the conſtable, that Brown and | 
Price were at Allen's) fetched the horses from thence, 
and put them to grass, near Birmingham. That as 
Price, Brown and Tart were going down a lane to the 
juſtices at Aston, the former saw the same man, WhO 
Secreted the horses, with some hay in his hand, attempt- 
ing to catch the cropped horse, in a field near thie 
lane. That the property taken out of the mail, was a 
bill of 1 Sol. which was burnt at Allen's, just before 
Tart came in, and an 81. bill over due, which Price at- 
tempted to pass without effect, at a thop in Wolver- 
hampton, here he purchased three handkerchiefs. 
That there were two half guineas in the letters and 
18. 7d. taken out of the pouch bag. That Brown in 
1793 and 1794, passed a great number of forged Lei- 
cester and Newcastle-upon-"Tyne 5 guinea bills. That 
the purchase used to be 10s. 6d. for a bill. That Brown, 
when he lived at Over, in Cheshire, in 1794, passed one 
at a trotting match he had on Delamere forrest, with 
a butcher. That Brown's real name is Smallman, 
That he was born near Wolverhampton, two miles 
from Willnall, two miles from Little London, and is a 
Sawyer by trade; and had been an apprentice to his 
uncle, at that alice” That he married his wife by the 
latter name, at the old church, Manchester, June 1799. 
She lived at Knutsford, in Cheshire, and is half 
sister to Brown's accomplice, Hewit or Jones, hanged 
this assize at Lancaster. That by help of Morgan, a 
prisoner, a communication was kept up in writing, be- 
tween Brown and Price (though confined in separate 
cells and Separate day-rooms.) That Morgan used to 


| convey letters to Price and Brown, by going into their 
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night - cells in a morning (when the turnkey was taking 
0 them down. into their day-rooms) and exchanging the 
; | the letters left in the pockets of their top-coats for that : 
purpose, in their respective cells. That Morgan's cell 
. -adjoined Price's, and that ey could talk to each other 
| * Aipenlty. : | 
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85 This information ind confession was taken 
before me, 
'PEPLOE WARD. 
* 6 
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THOMAS BRO N N., 
A CONVICT, now under SENTENCE vDEATY, 
17 THE CASTLE OF CHESTER, . 


'yor 3 


| ROBBING THE WARRINGTON MAIL, 
ON JANUARY THE rgTu, n, 2796. 25 
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O e, that tis 0 name is | Thomas 
Smallrnan,. that he was born near Wolverhampton, 
and is twenty-six years of age; that he was bound 
apprentice to his uncle as a sawyer and continued 
with him some years; but that early in life he 
commenced an hawker of Manchester and Birmingham 
goods, and sold them by auction out of à caravan, 
when at Chester fairs, near the Exchange, and travelled 
through Lancashire and other counties for the same 
purpose. That he likewise trucked goods for horses, 
and regularly bought and sold them at fairs for sometime. 
That in June, 1790, he married his present wife, at 
the old church in Manchester, by name of Thomas 

| Smallman, 


Smallman, who he Solemnly protests, has ever given 
him the best advice possible, with the most earnest 
; intreaties to Ave or the practices e cds W 


That his first nid from honesty, arose from 
accidentally meeting with the principal of a large gang 
of horse-stealers and receivers of stolen horses. That 
this was about four years ago, and since that time, he 
and his accomplices, (amongst whom was his brother- | 
in-law Hewitt, alias Jones, a native of Knutsford, in 
Cheshire, executed at Lancaster this assize, for horse- 
Stealing) have stolen valuable horses to the amount at 


least of roool. 


That from Chis 1793, to May 1794, he and 
his wife lived at Over, in Cheshire; that during that 
time, he was stealing horses, and she sold hardware in 
that neighbourhood. That in 1794 and 1795, he lived 
at Royston, in Herts, with the greatest credit as an 
horse-dealer, kept a gig and two stable- men. As a 
proof of this, the best character possible was easily 

procured from that town and neighbourhood, in Sept. 
last for him, when apprehended at the bank of New- 
man and Drummond, near the Mansion-house, where 
he was offering the bills for cash, which he and Hewitt 
had taken from a quaker, returning from Weyhill fair. 
That he was detained under the name of Thomas 
Small in the Poultry Compter for sometime; but as 
the quaker refused swearing to the bills, and as an alibi 
was obtained for him, by means of an accomplice, who 
procured two men to swear that they saw him receive 
the bills in question, in payment for horses at Smith- 


"_ the Lord: 8885 discharged him out of e 
e * 


1 0 1 


That it is the constant practice of regular Berber ttdete 


to settle with the receivers, when and where the depre- 


dations are to be committed. That the thief views the 
horse in the day time, previous to the theft, to observe 
whether he is in a fit state to travel, is properly shod, 
and worthy of his notice as to valge That the 


horse when stolen, is conveyed. through bye roads 5 
(which are always well known to the stealer,) to the 
Stables of the receiver, who generally allows about one 
third of its value to the thief. That in general a pur- 
suit after stolen horses is nugatory; for tlie horses are 


mostly lodged i in secresy, and in the hands of men of 
apparent 00d character. That the only mode to look 


after Stolen horses with effect, is to examine the stables | 


of suspected dealers, and particularly what they stile 
their sick-stables. That the receivers always enguire 
from what parts the horses are stolen, ta avaid meeting 
with the owners of them. That when sold, they re- 


gularly communicate to the stealers, where they may 


be met with again ; that the receivers of stolen horses 
frequently with two of the gang, go to the toll-book, 
on their entrance into 2 fair, when the receiver, the ap- 
parent purchaser, pays down the money, the accom- 
plice receives it as the seller; and the other man is the 
voucher as to the character and credit of the seller. 
That this is done to protect the receiver, if the hors, 

should happen to be claimed by their owners. That 
in the traffic of horses, a large quantity of forged a 
guinea country bank notes are circulated, as wall as 2 
considerable quantity of base coin. 


1 ns: + 
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That 'N had been SD Batt With the principal hiak: 


waymen in the environs of London, for the two last 


N | winter 


9 


1&1. 


* 


5 winters—men unknown as common n to the 
public officers : of justice, being apparently Was of 
Tn aer in their neighbourhoods. 


That after be was liberated from the Poultry Tit, 


; ter, being much reduced in cash, he went into the 
neighbourhood of Birmingham, ns there got connect- 
ed with Price; that he had met Price sometime before 
by accident, but till then had no connexions with him 
2 an accomplice. That he never picked a pocket him- 


self but had been often present with that sort of depre- 


L dators. That very few could exceed Price's dexterity 
as a pick- pocket. That about Christmas last, he and 
Price having purchased pistols on Snow-hill, Birming- 


ham, went with a full intention. of robbing a miller, 
{known to carry lage sums of cash to market,) on the 


* ickey, near Bromsgrove, about eight o'clock. in the 


morning, but happened not to meet with him. That 


Price stole a pocket-book, containing four five guinea 


Stourbridge notes, from a miller in the entrance of a 
public - house, in Bromsgrove, on the left-hand side of 
the street towards Worcester. That they took the 


book down a passage, on the right hand side of the 


street, about thirty yards nearer Worcester, and divided 
the five guinea notes; that it contained several notes of 


hand and other valuable papers; that he put the pocket- 
book with the papers, (excepting che five guinea bills) 


into a necessary, and close to a wall. That a water 


runs at some distance from the wall, and that the pocket- 
book probably remains there yet. That from thence 
they went to Droitwich, to plan a robbery of the col-. 


lector of tlie salt duties, who used to travel in a, two- 


Wheeled chaise, but found on enquiry from the diffe- 


rent Workmen, that the cash was * transmitted 


FRI 
by the mail N to Birmingham. That on their re- 
turn to Birmingham, they, together with Henry 
Thompson, alias Ruggins, (transported this assize, at 
Warwick, for the offence,) and two others now at 
Targe, broke the shop in Cherry-street, Birmingham. 
That they then determined to go to the great fair at 
Preston, in Lancashire, for the sake of plunder, and 


on their return to rob the Warrington and Bir- 
mingham mails, that they set off accordingly. That 


Price's account of their mode of travelling to Manches- 
rer, from thence to Preston, and their return to Man- 
chester and transactidns there (having been read to hiny,) 
is accurately true. That Price's account of stealing 
the chesnut mare from Acres Barn, is true. That 
Price's description of their transactions from thence to 
Parry's house, at Trafford, is exact. That the evi- 
dence given at the trial, by the post-boy, Parry, Eliza- 
beth Parry, Nield, and the other wittesses from that 
neighbourhood, is perfectly correct. That they went 
to Tarvin, and returned to the Warrington road, 
through Morley-lane, and went back to T arvin the 
Same way, after the robbery had been committed, 
That he himself buckled the boy's feet in the 
mail, and placed him on the inside of the saddle, 
taken warm from the horse, to secure him from catch- 
ing cold. That it was Price who told the boy, two 
men were to wait to cut off his arm if he stirred. 
That the post-boy offered him half-a-crown out of his 
own pocket, which he refused. That the witnesses 
from T: urporley, Nantwich, Woore, Wolverhampton, 
and the Hotel, in Birmingham, were correct. That 
the horses were sent to Thomas's stables, late Lane's 
m Livery=street, Birmingham, and W there till 
tile day after they were apprehended by Tart, at Ri- 

G | chard 
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chard Allen's. That a man who keeps a five-court, at 
Birmingham, came to him in Tart's house, to enquire 
whether he could be of any service to them. That he 
told him, a chesnut mare not honestly come by was at 
the Livery-stables, which had much better be put aside 
directly, and her ſhoes taken off and thrown away. 
That the same man came again to Tart's house the 
next day, and told him, the mare was turned to grass 
in that neighbourhood, without shoes, and that all'on 
that point was perfectly safe. That the cropped horse 
was likewise turned out to grass, by the same man. 
That he had providentially just put a brace of loaded 
pistols out of his pockets, in Allen's house, before Tart 
entered the room, where they were taken ; otherwise 
he certainly should have shot Tart, having resolved 
never to be apprehended by any one. That they de- 
stroyed the two bills taken out of the mail, about an 
hour before they were in custody. That they were 
perfectly secure from detection, in their own minds, 
and were to have gone soon after on some other schemes. 
Brown further declares, that he had been very inti- 
mate with many coiners, and the forgers of the diffe- 
rent country bank notes, now in circulation, and had 
time been permitted him, he could have much benefit-. 
ted the public by his discoveries. That from the day 
of condemnarion to this day, (which is only a week 
from the execution) his mind had been in great doubt, 
Whether it was not his duty. to confess the robbery of 
the mail, and to keep back every thing respecting his 
other es, for fear of involving the innocent wives 
and children of other depredators in distress. That he 
particularly requested letters might be directly written 
to Nottingham, Derby, Burton-on-Trent, Nin. 
| ter, 


YE 
ter, and Birmingham, containing the descriptions of 
the horses he and his acccmplices had stolen from those 
places and their neighbourhoods, during the last two 
or three years, and that the owners of them might be 
desired to come over to Chester, without delay, that he 
might have it in his power to inform them, where their 
property might be found. That he was very anxious 
to see all the farmers who had lost horses out of 
Cheshire, within the last two or three years. That 
he particularly requested it might be made known to 


the public, that he had never been guilty of the least 
cruelty whatever, in the depredations committed by 


him. That he never stopped a carriage when a woman 
or child was in it. That he never robbed a poor man, 
but was ready to relieve the distresses of the indigent. 
That he liberally supported his accomplices (when in 
custody) that he had experienced very contrary treat- 
ment. That his wite and infant child were greatly in 
want of common necessaries ; his own property having 
been withheld from them by a man he had formerly 
assisted when in difficulties, and to whom he had in- 
trusted a large sum of money and other property, pre- 

vious to his commitment. | 


April 23, 1796. 


This infortiation and 1 was taken 
before me, 


PEPLOE WARD. 


THE END. 


71 


d '"adfwy 


= * . 
” 
— 


— — ———— — — „ ; 


OO (OA 0 OW OO OA PD AE GE OO YON" Ao WOE A LKK 


n * LI 
- 
" 3 * * FA > 
- * * * 7? 
- 
* 
0 
0 i 
4 * 
een + 
* * 
k 
7 ' as 
* - * — 
* * = 
$ N + 
4 # 
. wy * 


71 — —— 
. P * 
* * * 
* ? : „ 
** 
* P 4 
pi 


PPE Pe 2 l 1 6 8 


—— — —t-—V— — 


— —⏑—BNsQ CA I A AS Wn a A pr 


